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By Betty Medsger 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Harrisburg, Pa., Feb. 

29— Boyd F. Douglas Jr. the 
government’s chief witness 
against seven antiwar activists 
on trial here, once told the 
FBI the price for his role as 
an informer in the case would 
he at least $50,000. 

. Douglas also asked the FBI I 
in October 1970 to clear his 
Army record “so that I can 
settle out West and it will look 
as though I just returned from 
Asia, etc.” 

His request for a sizable re- 
muneration for the informa- 1 
non he had been providing the 
, ,, s ! nce early June 1970 is 
spelled out in a copy of a let-1 
ter written by Douglas under 
the code name “Pete^ and' 
given to defense lawyers Mon- 
day evening by the prosecu- 
tors. 

Chief prosecutor William S 
Lynch, in an interview, denied j 
inat the government met! 
Douglas’ terms. “Can you! 
really conceive that they were 
met?^ If they were met l|. 
wouMn’t be here,” said Lynch. , 

tht >t efen ? e motion asking ■ 
that Douglas testimony be < 
suspended until the govern- 1 
ment provided full disclosure 
°1 .P 0U S la s’ demands and 
whether they were met was 
quicMy denied by U.S. District 
Judge R. Dixon Herman. 

Douglas’ carrying of 'letters ’ 
for Father Philip Berrigan 
and Sister Elizabeth McAlister 
and his recollections of con- 
versations with four other de- 

tha? a S S led t0 the cha rges 
that the seven conspired to 

kidnap presidential adviser 
Henry Kissinger, to bomb tun- 
• u " der federal buildings 
m Washington and to raid fed- 
eral offices in several states. 

By the time Douglas wrote 
the letter to “Molly,” appar- 
ently a code name for the FBI 
agent he regularly reported to 
m Lewisburg, he already was 
receiving money from the FBI. 

The letter begins: 

Thank the Bureau for the 
reward and thank you. This 
will be used for a new car . 
soon. I have never owned a 
car. Can you get me some ex- : 
pense money this month.” 1 
(Douglas bought a sports car 1 
m Sunbury before he was re- 
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leased from Lewisburg Peni- 
tentiary in December 1970. He 
wrote a $4,000 personal check 
for the car.) 

“After my cover Is gone,” he 
wrote the FBI before he left 
prison, “I will need an honora- 
ble discharge from the Army 
so that I can settle out West 
Payments Specified 

Considering what I will go 
through before and after the 
trial or trials, I request a mini- 
mum reward of $50,000 (tax 
free). Five thousand be paid 
me the first week in Decem- 
ber 1970, and the rest at the 
start of trial or when things 
are blown open.” 

Douglas suggests in his let- 
ter to “Molly” that he may use 
the money to “continue at a 
university or go into a small 
business out West.” He ac- 
knowledges that the figure 
“may sound a little high, but 
considering everything, I feel 
it is worth it to the govern- 
ment and it will make a life 
for me. 

“I will do all I can to help 
the government obtain enough 
evidence to prosecute these 
people concerned,” said Doug- 
las “However, I don’t want to 
feel that I am just being used. 

I know these people may 
not bother me,” says the letter, 
apparently a reference to the 
pacifism of the defendants 
'but the only way I will be 
able to feel confortable, is to 
take some precautions as they 
are the cream of the Catholic 
Left.” 

for more than the 
$50,000, he wrote, “This figure 
doesn’t account, for expenses 
between now and the time for 
trial.” 

Expressing fear for his life, 
he said, “I can have ‘no’ ties ' 
with my family for at least a 
year and possibly I would 
never feel safe. At the present 
time we know only some of 
the Catholic people that are in- 
voked, -but it may even in- 
volve other types of people 
in the movement ... It would 
be necessary when my cover is ^ 
gone because only you should 
know where I am at. Can the 
Bureau do something about 
that?” 

The prosecution appeared to 
be somewhat embarrassed by 
Douglas’ letter, which the gov- 
ernment is legally required to 
make available to defense law- 
yers along with other docu- 
ments that relate to prosecu- 
tion witnesses. 


Chief Prosecutor Lynch said 
in court he did not know 
about the Douglas letter at the 
time of the second indictment 
in April 1971. He said he 
learned of it in late December 
19 il and saw it only two 
weeks ago. 

Douglas spent a large por- 
tion of his second day on the 
stand, rocking gently in his 
chair as Lynch read long por- 
tions from the letters Douglas 
copied and gave to the FBI. At 
times, he testified, he 'de- 
stroyed the orginal letters he 
allegedly received from Sister 
McAlister, a nun from New 
York, and from Father Berri- 
gan. 

Lynch read several of the 
letters allegedly exchanged by 

*T,„ r i Berrigan and Sister 
McAllister through Douglas. 
Douglas, though a prisoner in 
Lewisburg prison with Father 
Berrigan, was a full-time stu- 
dent at nearby Bucknell Uni- 
versity from February 1970 
under the prison’s work-re-, 
lease program. 

The purported Berrigan let-' 
ters suggest that the priest 
strongly favored increased re- 
sistance against the war and 
at one time suggested that a 
small group “come for a quick 
j intense rap to begin culling 
out who is and who isn’t ... 
to create a nucleons of sup- 
port for the next public spec- 
tacle.” He also advised in the 
same letter — the first smug- 
gled out by Douglas— that col- 
lege students should be . ad- 
vised that “occupying build- 
ings and going nose to nose 
is passe . . . bad politics ...” 

In a letter allegedly written 
by Sister McAlister, there is a 
long description of the plan- 
ning of a draft raid in Dela- 
ware in June 1968, in which 
she allegedly participated. The 
raids are among the charges 
in the indictment. 

Berrigan replying to the let- 
ter, which described repeated 
internal problems among the 
1.30 persons who allegedly 
raided the offices, expresses 
[high praise for Sister McAl- 
ister: “I honestly think It 
would’ve broken up without 
you. There’s no substitute for 
class, brains, guts.” 

Douglas, in direct testimony 
today, said that the Rev. 
oseph Wenderoth, of Balti-i 
more, told him in June 1970 ! 
that he had dynamite “avail- j 
able” for the bombing of tun- 1 
nels in Washington, D.C. , | 



